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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 



Use of adrenalin by immigrants to conceal the existence of trachoma. 
[For the information of officers on immigration and quarantine duty.] 

Certain officers of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service 
have noticed for some time past on everting the eyelids of some immi- 
grants that they presented a peculiar blanched appearance. At first it 
was thought that this was due to the treatment which they might have 
received prior to embarkation. Recently, however, several hours 
after the first inspection was completed and all suspicious cases had 
been set aside, it was decided to make a reexamination of the entire 
number. While this work was going on a number of additional cases 
of trachoma were found. Upon following some immigrants behind a 
convenient inclosure, they were found to be busily engaged in instill- 
ing a substance into their eyes, which subsequent investigation showed 
to be adrenalin. Experiments with this drug proved that if instilled into 
the eyes of mild cases of trachoma practically all evidence of the dis- 
ease could be obliterated for about one-half hour. To sum up, then, 
it seems that on arrival at port and just before the medical inspection 
was made the}' had been in the habit of instilling adrenalin into their 
eyes. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report of attendance at the Seventh Annual Convention of the League 
of California Municipalities. 

By Passed Asst. Surg. Rupert Blue. 

[At the request of Doctor Foster, secretary of the State board of health, Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Blue was detailed by the Bureau to attend the annual convention 
of the league of municipalities at Santa Ana, Oal. The following is his report:] 

San Francisco, Cal. , November 25, 1904- 
I have the honor to report that in compliance with Bureau order 
of the 7th instant, I attended the Seventh Annual Convention of the 
League of California Municipalities at Santa Ana, Cal., November 16 
to 18, 1904, as Service representative in sanitary matters. 

186 2497 



